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MINUTES of the PLANNING MEETING of HINTON BLEWETT PARISH COUNCIL held on                                                                                             

THURSDAY 22nd November 2018 at 7.00 p.m. in the VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                  

                                                    (draft until adopted by the Council and signed by the Chairman) 

 

Present:      Councillors:    Chris Arnold, Elizabeth Brimmell (Chair), David Duckett (Vice 
       Chair), David Huffadine, Simon Keith and Jamie O’Nians 

   Clerk to the Council:   Sarah Jones (Minutes) 

Public Participation:    None   

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.01 p.m. 

18/486 Apologies for Absence:  

Apologies had been received from Councillor Elliott. It was decided that, in the absence of any reason 
being provided, these were not accepted by those present.  

 
18/487 Declarations of Interest:  
 

No Declarations of Interest were received. 
 
18/488 Appeal 18/00084/RF in respect of 18 /00505/FUL Erection of a dwelling (Resubmission) at Land to 

South of Widcombe Lodge, South Widcombe, Hinton Blewett, Bristol  
 

The Council’s discussed the appeal and unanimously agreed to submit the following response in support 

of its previous objections to the Appeal Inspector: 

The Parish Council represents the community of Hinton Blewett within which the hamlet of South 
Widcombe resides.  The appellants wish to build a disproportionately large, futuristically designed, 
residential property in a piece of the AONB that falls within the Hinton Blewett parish boundary.  The 
proposed property would be one of, if not the biggest, residential property in the whole of the Chew 
Valley. 

The Parish Council submitted its response to the original application (18/392, 8th March 2018) and totally 
supports B&NES Planning in its conclusions to reject this application as the application does not, in our 
view, meet any of the relevant planning criteria, in particular para 79 of the NPPF dated July 2018 (nor 
indeed the same parameters as laid in the original 2012 NPPF).  The plain fact of the matter is that the 
proposal does not reflect the use of local materials and fails to demonstrate any sensitivity whatsoever to 
the local character.   

The Parish Council is closely in touch with the residents.  At no point has a single voice in favour of the 
application been raised to the Council, indeed the Inspector will note that ALL residents of South 
Widcombe have forwarded written objections, as have others from  the wider community. It has been 
described locally as a ‘crash landed Star Wars flying machine’! 

It is regrettable that the architects of The Devon & Somerset Design Review Panel felt that the design’s 
importance outweighed the potentially devastating effect on the surrounding AONB landscape – an issue 
which has rightly been questioned in the media recently.  Planning Regulations are set in law, by which 
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architects must abide. They should have recognised and acknowledged the disastrous effect the 
inappropriate and insensitive nature of this design would have on its setting.  

To suggest that the proposal can accurately be described as innovative due to its potential contribution to 
research in the field of ‘holistic sustainable design’ (para 6.32) is unproven. Innovation is not a 
substitute for consideration of scale, character or location - further compounded within an AONB. It is 
difficult to see how the innovative, unproven technology referred to will raise the standards of design in 
the rural community. It would be difficult to retro-fit the unproven technologies to existing rural 
dwellings and with limited new development opportunities within the Chew Valley, there will be little 
uptake and impact. In terms of the local or wider environment, it offers no enhancement (para 1.15).   

The vague remnants of the site’s historical use are not grounds for permitting residential 
development.  The site has not been inhabited since before WW1.  There is nothing transitional about the 
nature of the site which is located in the countryside.  The nearest buildings are residential not 
agricultural and their form and massing do not provide a justification for the size of building proposed, 
and which is of a disproportionate scale in relation to the site and surrounding area. The building spreads 
to nearly 12,000 sq feet, which is 5-6 times larger than a normal 4 bedroomed house; it is more the size of 
a small hotel. 

The Parish Council wishes to reiterate its objections to the application and respectfully draws the 
Inspector's attention to its previous submission on this matter. It has steadfastly worked through the 
appellants’ excessive submission of 38 more pages which suggests that the original application was 
arguably so weak that it now needs an extensive Appeal submission to make up for the shortfall in the 
first round. The appeal for costs is extensive and raises yet another question about it being used as a 
threat against the Local Authority in order to gain consent. When examined against the tens of 
documents already submitted, the Parish Council still sees no clear reason to change its previous 
objections. No defining new case has been put forward, indeed the appellants now even finally admit that 
none of the included technology is ‘unique or innovative’ (para 6.32).  

B&NES professional planning staff have done the most thorough examination of all the applicants’ 
documents, surveys, maps, photographs, assessments and external body analyses in person, at site visits 
and by email and post over the past two years, indeed decision dates were moved on more than one 
occasion to allow the applicants more time to redraft and resubmit their arguments. But the Parish 
Council's view is still that no clear case has been made to permit this development under the existing 
planning regulations. 

The Parish Council reflects the view of its parishioners in how much everyone in Hinton Blewett values 
the local landscape within the AONB. As custodians of that beauty, not just for villagers but for this 
country’s residents, walkers, cyclists, horse riders and future generations, we strongly support B&NES 
Development Management’s conclusion to reject the application and as there has been no material 
change, the Council requests that the Inspector dismisses the appeal.   

The response would be submitted to Case Officer Martin Almond of Planning Services, Bath & North East 

Somerset Council, by Friday 23rd November 2018.  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
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