
Hinton Blewett Placemaking Plan Character and Site Assessment Validation (14th May 2014) 
 
Built and natural environment assets identified 
 
Identified assets have been split into two groups - Built and Natural.  The assets and interests 
listed below are shown in bold where their provenance is most relevant and plotted on the map 
and identified with numbers where supported by photos.  Areas or boundaries are indicated by 
shading or lines. 
 

Built Assets 
 

Social and Communal Value   
 

The following assets are of importance to the local community.  The assets are a source of civic 
pride for the community or a place that contributes to the “collective memory” of Hinton 
Blewett:   
Village Hall:  used for village meetings, social gatherings and part time as Montessori Nursery 

school. 
Ring O’ Bells pub:  an important facility and focal point for the community. 
Listed buildings: form an important part of the special character of the village.  See 3 

Architectural Interest.  
Post box (1) (George R circa 1920): a visually important contribution to historical surroundings. 
Footpaths (all paths are also used daily for dog walking) 
Barbury (village green):  traditionally used as space for community activities.  
Playing field (2):  Aspired to for 40 years and opened in 2013. 
Prospect Stile (3): The location provides a viewpoint which is a rest stop for residents and 
walkers facilitating the opportunity to sit and admire the extensive and distant views. 
 

Heritage Value  
 

The following assets reflect the traditional functional character or former uses in the village: 
Barbury (4) or Forbury: Name suggests Anglo Saxon origin. 
Village Hall (5):  Built in 1876 as a school, it closed in 1931-2 and became Diocesan property.  

Currently leased from the Diocese of Bath & Wells. 
Former old chapel (6): Methodist chapel built in 1840s. 
Ring O’ Bells pub (7): Infill in about 1840 between Church Cottage (part 15thC) and Manor 

Cottage (part 16thC).  Previously site of blacksmith’s shop. 
Former farmhouses: Abbots Barn, Blacknest, Combe Hill (farm barn now Wookey’s barn), Elm 

Grove, Greenway (cottage/farm/house), Glanville, Middle Hill, Middle Road, West House, 
West End (part of).  

Seven Stars House (8) (former ale house) c. 1850s, one of reputedly seven ale houses of 
18th/19th centuries. 

St Margaret’s church:  Early focal point of the original settlement and the Conservation area. 
Conservation Area (red line):  Captures earlier village character.  
Footpaths (brown line):  Reflect valued network of traditional routeways.  
Stone stiles (9):  Valued for their antiquity and reflect/identify well used routeways. 
Stone well covers (10):  Early source of water for stock.  
Clapper bridge (11):  Crosses Cam Brook on PRoW CL1/26) in Palmers Nine Acres. 
Cadbury spring (12):  Early source of clean drinking water for the village. 
# Roman & 13th century coins and 13thC ring found in settlement. 
 

Much of the stone used in the construction of the properties mentioned above and in 
Architectural Interest below came from the surrounding landscape as well as Stowey Quarry 
referred to under the Geological Interest section below. 
 



Architectural Interest   
 

Assets of a high-quality representation and of individual distinctive form of architecture:  
Church (13): Grade I listed. Dates from 14thC with a unique early English chancel arch and a 

Norman font.  The architecture is chiefly in the perpendicular style, originally dedicated to 
All Hallows.  15thC bench ends, 17thC pulpit (1638) and 5 Bilbie bells cast in 1708. 

Listed Buildings:  Grade II:  Manor 14/1, Rectory 14/2, Middle Road Farmhouse (14/3), West House 
Farm 14/4, Telephone box.  

 

Associations - Built  
 

The following are assets of historical interest associated with the village:  
- Abbots Barn (15):  Site of 13thC tenement once belonging to Keynsham Abbey. 
 

- Shortwood House:  In 1780 there were fears of Gordon Riot reprisals concerning the then 
Hinton Blewett vicar, married to a Catholic, who converted after resigning his post.  In 1806 
Shortwood was built as a house for the mission priest and public chapel for local RC 
population, mostly Irish navvies building the reservoir.  It pre dates Downside.  A window 
on the upper floor, south side was part of the original chapel.  

   

Natural Assets 
 

Associations – Natural 
 

- Victorian story called Haydon’s Gully written by Anna Johnson, Rector’s daughter, about a Civil 
War Cavalier (Major Haydon) hiding from Roundheads in a cave below Prospect Stile.  
Haydon’s Farm is in the hamlet of South Widcombe.   

   Subsequent 20thC siting of a ghost of a Cavalier at West House 
 

- Cadbury Spring and adjacent Yew tree: Yews are frequently found growing next to springs. The 
connection with water has long been considered sacred and associated with immortality, 
rebirth and our ancestors.   It is also considered to be the most potent tree for protection 
against evil.  

 

Aesthetic Value   
 

The following assets which have intrinsic design value, local style, materials or distinctive local 
characteristics: 
Stone walls and buildings: stone widely evident in boundary walls, properties and field 

enclosures. 
Porch at Middle Road Farm:  see Architectural Interest. 
Listed buildings: see Architectural Interest. 
St Margaret’s Church: see Architectural Interest. 
 

Landmark Quality  
  

The following assets have visual prominence and have landmark quality which is aesthetically 
attractive and dominate the street scene or an important view/vista:  
K6 Telephone box (16):  Designed to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of King George V.   
Church tower (17):  The dominating feature of views into the settlement from the surrounding 

landscape. 
Lower Road (18): View East from Barbury.   
Lower Road (19/1 & 19/2): View South out over The Ham to the Mendips and view North back 
towards the settlement.  
 



West End area view (20/1 & 20/2): Bordered by Upper Road, Middle Road and Lower Road. 
Prospect stile view (21):  Viewpoint taking in the Chew Valley, Blagdon Lake, Mendips and South 

Wales. 
Barbury or Forbury:  A traditional village green unusual if not unique in B&NES. 
Shortwood Common & view (22):  A good example of a large surviving area of common land. 
Historically significant routeways: 
Spring Lane CL23/40: A holloway probably originating as a boundary between two Saxon estates. 
Hollow Marsh Lane CL12/3:  Thought to have been part of a Roman route way. 
Whitehill Lane CL12/22&23: Early routeway. 
Foot path CL1/26 and 1/27 to Cameley. 
Walled approach past Manor to Barbury (23).   
Veteran tree:  Ash registered as ancient tree No 47762.  See 27. 
Presence of farmland and grazing animals in the heart of the village (24). 
 

Archaeological Interest     
 

The following assets are of archaeological interest: 
Barbury 
Cadbury Spring: early clean water source 
Greenway Pool:  Possible early mill pond or fish pond 
West End:  Possible site of Anglo Saxon settlement, including     
West Close Ditch (25) draining to former Mere pond (at The Meadows, Lower Road) 
 

Geological Interest  
 

The predominant rock type within our area is a highly fossiliferous limestone from the Lower 
Jurassic Period, the Lower White Lias Beds - a sequence of shallow marine sediments, deposited 
around 176 to 200 million years ago in a warm and shallow sea environment. This forms the 
characteristic rolling Lias Plateau of Hinton Blewett and is displayed in the highly calcareous well 
drained soils of the Hinton Blewett area.  Subsequent erosion during the Pliocene, and later 
Quaternary Periods affected the landscape, helping to form the distinct features of our region. 
 

Of particular geological interest is the locality of Stowey Quarry, as this represents one of the 
best localities in the south west for examining the sequence of deposition of these Lower Lias 
deposits. Some superb fossil specimens can be observed here. 
 

Scenic Quality  
 

There are assets that appeal primarily to the visual senses contained within the settlement 
landscape.  The following views from the settlement are of great significance to those who live 
here.  The aspects are not just two dimensional; they are multi- dimensional and have an 
essence and depth that makes them sensorially very meaningful.  To stand or sit within the 
settlement landscape and look, listen and just be still is a very special feeling that is greatly 
valued; the silence and tranquillity being broken only by the sound of bird song. 
 

Prospect stile view 
Lower Road view to outlying parish and beyond 
View of West End 
Barbury 
Shortwood Common 
 

Conservation  
 

Important flora and fauna assets which should be protected or noted.  Wildlife assets have been 
identified at the following habitats:  



Cam Brook corridor:  Cam Brook rises at the southern edge of the settlement. 
Greenway pool (26):  At one time used as watercress beds. 
West Close Ditch  
Ancient Ash (27):  Location ST59545740 Woodland Trust Ancient Tree, Reg. No.47762. 
 
Local observations at Cam Brook corridor, Greenway Pool and West Close Ditch are as follows: 
 
Flora observations:  Due to the distance from main roads and scarcity of population there is a 
rich variety of wild flowers along lanes leading out of the village, particularly where there are 
wide verges and banks and also on grasslands mostly used for grazing rather than arable.  These 
include: primroses, violets (purple and white), wild poppies, ferns, ramsons, bluebells (indicative 
of ancient woodland) celandines, cowslips, yellow iris, lady’s smock, stitchwort, wood 
anemones, spurge, speedwell, wild strawberry, fat hen, cow parsley, campion (red and white), 
dead nettle (red and white).  
 
Regular fauna sitings: 

 Birds: Barn owls patrolling the hedge lines, Blackbirds, Blackcaps, Blue, Great & Long tailed  
tits, buzzards, Chaffinches, Gold finches, Collar doves, crows, heron, House martins, House 
sparrows, jackdaws, jays, Kestrels, Sparrow hawks, buzzards, Hedge sparrows, swallows, 
skylarks, magpies, mallards, pheasants, robins, rooks, ravens,, starlings, Shelducks, Tree 
creepers, Song & Mistle thrushes, wagtails, wrens, Green, Greater and Lesser Spotted 
woodpeckers  

 

 Mammals/amphibians/reptiles: Hares, rabbits, bats, foxes, badgers, dormice, Field voles, 
Bank voles, Brown hares, Roe deer, foxes, pheasants, Grass snakes, adders, Slow worms, 
Water shrew, shrews, Pygmy shrews, stoats, weasels, squirrels, frogs, toads, newts. 

 

 Insects:  Dragon flies, Damsel flies, bees and a wide variety of butterflies. 
 
Local Green Space Designation (shaded \\\\) 
 
Hinton Blewett has a number of valued green spaces which impact on the landscape setting of 
the village and which should be designated as Local Green Spaces.  It is believed that these 
green spaces fulfil the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the NPPF:  
 
The Parish Council has identified the following local green spaces as having potential for 
protection through the B&NES Placemaking Plan and in due course the Chew Valley prepared 
Neighbourhood Plan and which meet the following criteria: 
 

 where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves. 

 where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value 
(including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife. 

 where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
 
Barbury 
Green space between Lower Road and Cam Brook (The Ham) 
Prospect Stile viewpoint 
West End: bordered by Upper Road, Middle Road and Lower Road and encompasses Great and 

Little West Close and The Mead  
Greenway Pool 
Glebe (adjacent to churchyard) 
Playing field 
 



 
 
There are other valued green spaces within the parish that are already classified as sites of 
special interest and it is assumed that these sites are already afforded protection.  There are 
however areas of common land which should also be protected but it is not known whether this 
designation provides protection: 
Shortwood Common 
Other areas of common land:  (28 & 29) 
 
Networks for People 
 
The public rights of way within the parish are cherished. The Parish footpaths identified as 
having Landmark Quality are ancient communication routes.  It is important to safe guard views 
to and from these footpaths.  The footpaths and stiles are well maintained by PRoW.  However, 
possible improvements could be: 
 

 to develop walker and dog friendly access gates for electric fences.   

 The surfaces at the west end of Spring Lane (CL23/40) and the whole of Whitehill Lane 
(CL12/22 & 23) in particular need attention.  

 
 Networks for Wildlife 
 
Specific wildlife networks have already been mentioned under the Conservation section above.  
These networks could be enhanced by the improved management of hedgerows by farmers (see 
B&NES Hedgerow Study 2006). 
 
Multifunction and Value 
See GI proforma and map attached. 
 
Relationship to existing built-up areas:  Please add following comment which is relevant to all 
six sites identified has having potential for development – Access is via narrow single track 
roads. 

 
Flood Risk:  Please note that there is flooding on Upper Road adjacent to site No. 6 and on 
Lower road (25/2). 
 
Important archaeological or historical sites:  Please note Grade II listed building at West House 
is adjacent to site No. 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document was approved by Hinton Blewett Parish Council, 14th May 2014  
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Figure 1 

 

Figure 2 

 

 

  

  

  

8. Seven Stars House 

4. Barbury 

1. Post box 2. Playing field 

  6. Former old chapel 

7.  Ring O’Bells pub 

3. Prospect stile viewpoint 

5. Village hall 



  

  

  

 
 

16. Telephone box (Grade II listed) 

14/3. Middle Road Farmhouse (Grade II listed) 13. St. Margaret’s church (Grade I Listed) 

11. Clapper bridge 12. Cadbury Spring 

9. Stone stile 10. Stone well cover 

15. Abbots Barn (Tithe map 1826) 



  

 

 

  

  

  

17. Church tower     18. Lower Road view East from Barbury 

19/1. Lower Road view over The Ham to Mendips  19/2. View of village (Lower Road) from 
footpath CL12/7 

 20/1. West End area view to East 
20/2. West End area view to West 

22. Shortwood Common and AONB view beyond 

beyond 

 21.  Prospect Stile view West to Bristol Channel 



  

  

  

  

  

23. Walled approach past Manor to Barbury 24. Presence of farmland and grazing 
animals in the heart of the village 

           25/1. West Close Ditch 25/2. West Close Ditch draining on to Lower 

Road adjacent to the Meadows 

26. Greenway pool (and marsh marigolds) 

 

27. Ancient Ash Reg. No. 47762 

 

29. Common land at Shortwood Common 28.  Common land at South Widcombe 





 


