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Character Summary: Hinton Blewett Parish   
Landscape Type: Area:  Chew Valley 
Designations: SSSI, Conservation Area, Nature Conservation 
site, adjacent to AONB 
 

1. Character Summary 
 

The surveys undertaken to produce this summary have focused 
on the village ‘envelope’ which is encompassed by a network of 
lanes (see map). 
 

The parish of Hinton Blewett covers approximately 1260 acres with the village settlement sitting on high 
ground (500’ above sea level) on a gentle undulating plateau surrounded by farmland with panoramic views 
to the south and east.  There was an Iron Age settlement close by and our draft Parish Appraisal indicates 
the former existence of a Saxon ditch and palisade site.   At the time of Doomsday (1086) it was recorded as 
Hantone (high settlement).  It became known as Henton Bluet, ‘Bluet’ being the family name of the Lords of 
the Manor and then Cold Henton which reflects the reality of its exposed location.  The plateau falls away 
steeply on the western edge to the River Chew with the spectacular views from the more elevated positions 
towards the Mendip Hills, the Bristol Channel and Wales.  
 

The settlement is dispersed with properties strung out along the network of lanes.  Many of the properties 
were former farms and agricultural labourers’ cottages.   The historic focus of the village is the green known 
as the Barbury.  Clustered around it are several listed buildings including the Church, Rectory and Manor.   
There are also several stone built cottages whose origins are 15th & 16th century and the Ring O’Bells public 
house.   Such a setting is unique in North East Somerset.  There are two hamlets of Shortwood and South 
Widcombe found in the wider parish.  
 

 Hinton Blewett is a somewhat isolated and remote village sitting on a hill top, engendering images of a 
defendable settlement.  It is not on a through route to anywhere. 

 There is a distinctive network of rural roads and field boundaries which determines the shape of the 
village.   

 Very rural and unspoilt character, but with some ‘suburbanising’ influences such as local authority 
housing and a late 1980s development at Glanville Drive. 

 The settlement is partly linear in form which suggests a medieval layout.  

 A variety of building types and styles exist within the settlement, however the Conservation Area and 
the vernacular architecture identifies the historic heart of 
the village. 

 Lower Road, part of which is in the Conservation Area, is the 
key route through the village core. This level route is 
defined by stone walls and old hedgerows. 

 There has been no building in the Conservation Area since 
the early to mid-19th century. 

 There are approximately 70 residential dwellings in the 
village hub plus the public house, church and village hall.   

 There are currently 308 parishioners on the electoral roll. 
 

2. Landscape Description  
 

The landscape is generally open and undulating in character but being high up and flat the panoramic views 
to the south and east are long but shallow. The vernacular buildings are in harmony with the enveloping and 
extensive farmland.  All the surrounding land which significantly reaches right into the centre of the village 
on several sides is exclusively farmland used mostly for grazing with a small amount of arable.  Grazing 
animals can be seen from all locations including within the village. 
 
Fields are bounded by ancient hedgerows and stone walls often under ancient hedgerows which are mostly 
clipped (see B&NES Hedgerow Study 2006).   The walls are of dry stone wall construction of lower Lias stone.  

 

PHOTO 1:  Hinton Blewett village from above 
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The fields are small to medium and of varying shapes, often as a result of historical farming practices and 
ownership. 
       
The network of lanes into and through the village is of a 
simple pattern and is enclosing.  There is an extensive 
network of Public Rights of Way through and around the 
village, a valuable inheritance from times when footpaths 
formed an important part of the routeway system.  
 
Cam Brook rises just south of the village, running eastwards, 
and with the bordering ancient hedgerow which is classified 
as a Nature Conservation site is a particularly important 
feature.  There are also a number of springs and Greenway 
Pool which may have been an early mill pond.  There is a natural 
culvert running through Great West Close, Little West Close and 
Mead fields.  All of which contribute to local flooding.  The 
prime reason for the flooding is likely to be the underlying geological ground structure which is of stone lias 
with an impervious layer of clay just under the surface and is one of the reasons why there is little arable 
farming.  The ground formation tends to prevent drainage.  With its westerly aspect the location can be 
subject to high rainfall with the consequential run-off flooding roads to the south, south west and north of 
the village and which has become common in recent years.  
 
The village has an open aspect and is, to some extent, exposed and yet there is a sense of being enclosed by 
the lanes and hedgerows around small fields.   
 
The whole area is surrounded by farmland, generally given over to pasture with mostly small fields, bounded 
by trees and hedgerows, creating a feeling of intimacy. 
 

3. Key Views and Landmarks (see larger photos at back of document)  

 
Although the village is on top of a hill the surrounding landscape is plateau-like and the views, although long 
(over some distance), are shallow and uninterrupted and, as such, are precious and could be easily obscured 
by insensitive development.     
 
There are views in every direction, both in and out of the village, across farmland which are especially 
panoramic south-eastwards from Lower Road to Cam Brook and on across a patchwork of small pastures, 
with tree studded old hedgerows extending into the distance, together with isolated farmhouses towards 
the Mendip Hills in the distance.  The southerly open aspect from the village green (Barbury) and along Lower 
Road is regarded as the prime view, both out of and inwards to the village.  Lower Road creates a hard edge 
between the buildings on one side of the road and rural landscape on the other.  From Upper Road the views 
are of the Church tower and churchyard, the Glebe and small pastures extending north to the horizon.  From 
Greenway and Litton Lane and also Hook Lane there are views back to the village and key landmarks. 
 
1. Views back to the village from all directions including 

from east to west along the footpaths (CL 12/8, 12/23 
and 12/24) running along Cam Brook on the south side 
and to the Conservation Area and church tower from the 
north, east and 

west. 
 
  

PHOTO 2: Views from south west across fields to 
village with low clipped hedges and few trees 
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2. Views glimpsed between buildings. 
3. Views into Great and Little West Close. 
4. Views to the AONB to the south west, parts of which have been covered in this summary. 

 
5. Views to the Mendip Hills, Emborough Church and the 

Mendip mast to the south and west. 
6. Views to the Chew Valley and westwards to the Bristol Channel. 

 
Local landmarks include the Grade I Listed church, 16th century 
Manor and Rectory, pub, finger post, Grade ll Listed phone box, 
village hall (19th century church school) and old post box.  The 
settlement is surrounded by footpaths offering views back to 
the village which is also visible from field gateways and from the 
lanes above the hedgerows.  The Conservation Area of the 
village is visible from parts of Upper and Lower Roads.  There 
are views of the village from a long distance away. 
 

4. Settlement Pattern Character  

 
The ancient dispersed village settlement has retained its historic 
nucleus of buildings, clustered around the village green (Church, 
Manor House and Rectory).  Between the 1920s and 2000 there 
has been a series of housing developments within the enclosing road system of Upper Road, Middle Road 
and Lower Road.  The outer sides of this circular road face open fields with only a few individual dwellings 
visible.  Like the older vernacular houses, the more recent houses have their own large gardens, both front 
and rear.   
 
The village centre of Manor, Rectory, pub, village green and Church is to the east of the settlement and 
defined as part of the Conservation Area.  This layout is based on an historic settlement around a village 
green (Barbury).  Distinctive to the Conservation Area is the fact that all the buildings in this part of the village 
are single properties, mainly detached and two storeys.   There are several Listed buildings in this area with 
no buildings constructed in nearly the last 200 years.  It is a priority to maintain the look of the Conservation 
Area, unchanged since the early 19th century.  The Barbury, dominated by grass, has always been the focal 
point for village events, most recently the Diamond Jubilee and the annual fete.  
 
The middle of the village, which has a typical medieval road layout, has mainly post war semi-detached 
houses in long gardens set back from the road.  There are gaps between buildings and green spaces.  There 
is a small, planned estate and a small sewage treatment plant serviced by Cam Brook, hidden by vegetation.  
The buildings are generally widely spaced throughout the village and it is an important priority to maintain 
the scattered nature of development and space between dwellings. 
 
In general, properties are strung out or scattered throughout the village with a backdrop to buildings of trees, 
bushes and hedgerows, creating some areas of intense greenery.    Mature trees are mostly found in the 
gardens of much older properties.  There are stone walls in front of most buildings and hedgerows in front 
of fields, both of which preserve the character of the village. 
 

PHOTO 4:  The Barbury – the ‘centre’ of 
Hinton Blewett village 
 

PHOTO 3: Views south from the village 
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With farmland and pastures reaching into the middle of the village there is great awareness of wildlife, not 
just in gardens but in fields abutting properties, which includes badgers, foxes and substantial bird life.  The 
field margins are good hunting and feeding grounds for barn owls, deer, foxes, hares and squirrels which live 
close by.  Frogs, toads, woodmice, bank and field voles inhabit 
the watery margins of the Cam.  In particular, bats are to be 
found in the corridors of the Cam and the hedgerows adjacent to 
Lower Road.  Buzzards, kestrels and numerous hedgerow birds 
are permanent features around the village. 
 
Access to, and through the village, is on narrow country lanes 
bordered by stone walls and grass verges, a look which preserves 
the feel of an old country village, with some homes having cattle 
grids.   Some of the lanes are winding with tight, blind corners.   
 
Urbanisation has crept in with the use of pavements in Glanville 
Drive, a large modern cul-de-sac development put forward as a 
planning gain due to the non-conforming use of the site which was 
detrimental to highway safety and residential amenity.  The development is uncharacteristic of the rest of 
the village and not in keeping in  terms of layout or architectural characteristics.  Most properties are set 
back and accessed from the road, with the exception of Glanville Drive and Ozenhay, which are conspicuous 
because they deviate from the use of access from the through route and are out of keeping.  The use of cul-
de-sacs in both Glanville Drive and Ozenhay is also suburban not rural.  There is little space for on-street 
parking. 
 

5. Buildings and Details 
 

The parish has a legacy of traditional old stone buildings contributing greatly to the character of the area.   In 
addition to the Manor, Old Rectory and several 15th & 16th century cottages close by, there are about a dozen 
former farmhouses scattered around the periphery of the village.   
 
There is a variety of building styles since properties have 
been built piecemeal over the years.  All the dwellings are 
each in their own enclosure.   Most buildings are two storeys, 
with the exception of a few bungalows, and are either semi-
detached or detached and of a variety of contemporary 
stone and rendered finishes.   There are no terraced houses 
in the village.   The roofs of all the buildings are clay tiles with 
varying pitches.  There are no slate roofs 
      
Boundary treatment is stone walling to boundaries of most 
residential property with indigenous hedgerows to field 
boundaries.  There is little fencing and none within the 
Conservation Area. 
 

Key elements are: 

 There is a reasonable balance between vernacular and other buildings. 

 Central village green in front of the church contained by stone walls so characteristic of an historical 
settlement. 

 Informal grass verges and irregularly capped boundary walls help maintain a country feel. 

 No buildings extend above three storeys, with nearly all being two storeys in height.  

 Stone buildings and walls reinforce a sense of place.  

 Historic listed buildings. 
 

6. Sense of Place 
 
The village is almost rooted in the rural landscape with expansive views over the countryside from within the 

 
 PHOTO 6: St Margaret’s Church 

PHOTO 5: Views back to Hinton Blewett 
from South East 
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village and from the footpaths that crisscross the village.  It has a distinctive rural look and feel.  The village 
green (Barbury) forms the ‘heart’ of the village and the church is much visited for its fine architecture. 
 

7. Positive Features and Special Qualities (Not in any priority order) 
  
 Ancient village bounded by hedgerows and open fields.  Although an isolated and long established 

community, off the beaten track, it is still reasonably close to major routes to Bath, Bristol and Wells.   

 Tranquil nature of the locality, peaceful and quiet at all times of day. 

 Lanes not a through route or a ‘rat run’ to anywhere.  There is no buzz of main road traffic. 

 Sounds and smells come from flowers, grass, agriculture and birdsong.   Several sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) are within the parish. 

 Plentiful views, beautiful scenery, unchanging landscape. Early morning mist over the Cam is 
atmospheric and changes of season are noticeable. 

 Amenities include a large network of public footpaths. 

 Narrow lanes and few pavements. 

 No street lighting and no nearby settlements means little light pollution and brilliant night skies. 

 Limestone buildings and walls.  

 Integration of properties with nature and wildlife which 
dominates much of the village. 

 Considerable hiking, dog walking, cycling and running. 
Views and wildlife can be seen at viewpoints/gateways 
along footpaths. 

 Local people walk dogs, children etc. Walkers, horse riders 
and cyclists drawn to the village for its natural beauty.  
Ramblers and cyclists from Bristol and beyond are 
attracted to the area, they also use the pub.   

 The parish lies within the Mendip Hills AONB and borders 
the Chew Valley.  

 Although there is more modern housing most is contained within the circular road system of Upper, 
Lower and Middle Roads.  

 

8. Negative Features and Detracting Elements (Not in any priority order) 
 

 Infrastructure is already at capacity – water, sewage etc. 

 As a hilltop village, the roads are steep, so in severe winter weather access in and out of village can be 
treacherous, even impassable. 

 The lanes and access routes are narrow and single track in many places with few passing places for larger 
vehicles. The current volume of traffic is damaging grass verges and looks unsightly, adversely affecting 
flora and fauna.   

 The panoramic views to the south are easily obstructed by buildings, overgrown hedges and trees.    

 Roads are poorly maintained; potholes are patched and quickly deteriorate.  Verges suffer erosion and 
are not maintained.   

 There is no Monday to Saturday public transport.  Non-drivers are reliant on one bus a week. 

 There is no shop, school or facilities other than a pub.  It is not a sustainable location.  

 Because there is little local employment most people have to commute to work.  Only a few residents 
work from home. 

 It is necessary for people to travel to access services.   

 The very limited public transport means it is necessary to own a car.  Families with young people at home 
often have two or even three cars. 

 There are storm water and drainage problems due to blocked pipework and unmaintained ditches. 
There are problems with low water-pressure due to old pipework. 

 Broadband speeds are a maximum 1 – 3.5Mbps (as quoted by BT) 

 To the east and north the wider landscape is spoiled by pylons and overhead power lines. 

 The estate of Glanville Drive was a development out of proportion to the size of the village and should 
not be repeated. 

 PHOTO 7:  Old post box still in use 
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 There is no definitively safe place to walk to the bus stop due to lack of pavements.  The situation is the 
same with the absence of street lighting. 

 

9. Looking ahead – Conserve, Enhance, Create 
 

The essence of the village is entirely rural, on a road to nowhere.  In winter it is muddy; when it freezes four-
wheel drive is needed to get up the hills, in summer the sound of farm machinery pervades during silaging 
and the smell of muck spreading is year-round.  The grass verges, stone walls and dark skies without street 
lighting keep the village uniquely rural and those that choose to live here like it that way.   
 
There is a need to retain the two identified open spaces to the south and west to retain the rural atmosphere.  
There is space for appropriate, sensitive future development in keeping with the scale and character of the 
village without destroying the dispersed nature of the settlement.   This should be focused within the 
boundary road network and it is not necessary to spread out beyond it, which will help to keep the village 
identity. 

 
10. Character Area Map  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Potential sites identified for future development 
 
No sites have been identified in the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) for Hinton 
Blewett parish, but with the B&NES Core Strategy allocation of 10-15 dwellings for the village the Site 
Assessment process allows the community to propose potential sites for such development.   12 possible 

sites were identified in the Placemaking Plan survey process with the following sites put forward as being 
available for potential development: 
 
1.    Piggeries, Lower Road, opposite Combe Hill Farm  
2.    Land at Greenway House 
3.    North side of Upper Road from Oakridge to corner  
4.    Vegetable garden on Upper Road round corner towards barn 

 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/evidence-base/strategic-housing-land
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5.    Land between Homefields and West Close, Lower Road  
6.    Lane between West End Farm and West House Farm, Upper Road 
 
All six sites are single dwelling depth road frontage sites, deliberately selected because they would retain the 
scattered effect identified in this summary and would not be detrimental to the existing village character.   
The site sizes would avoid cluster development.   Whilst no affordable housing need has been identified, several 
of the landowners of the above potential sites for development have indicated interest in downsizing and building 
small, affordable and sustainable dwellings on their own land. 
 
The six other sites identified in the survey were for various reasons either not available for potential 
development or were considered unsuitable due to their location. 
 
Three further sites in the survey were identified as being important open spaces and have been put forward 
for designation as ‘Locally Important Green Spaces’.  A map of the sites is attached at the end of this 
document.  The Playing Field was also added at a later date as a Locally Important Green Space. 
 

12. Placemaking Plan Character Summary completed 21st December 2013 
 
This Character Summary was completed with help from parishioners: Chris Arnold, Richard Callender, Jon 
Coole, Eleanor and Graham Forrest, Gill Hogarth, John Howells, Jonathan Layzell, John Skilton, Kathleen 
Smith, Rosemary Walker and Parish Councillors: Liz Brimmell, David Elliott and Alan Grant who conducted 
the surveys.   
 
This Character Summary was approved by Hinton Blewett Parish Council on 19th December 2013 when it was 
also agreed that the document should be reviewed annually.  
 
The Placemaking Plan Character & Site Assessment Validation of the Built and Natural Environment 
Assets identified was approved by Hinton Blewett Parish Council on the 14th May 2014. 
 
 
 
Images: 
 
Hinton Blewett village ‘envelope’ showing network of lanes 
PHOTO 1:  Hinton Blewett from above 
PHOTO 2:  Views from south west across fields to village with low clipped hedges and few trees 
PHOTO 3: Views south from the village  
PHOTO 4:  The Barbury – the ‘centre’ of Hinton Blewett village 

PHOTO 5:   Views back to Hinton Blewett from South East 
PHOTO 6:  St Margaret’s Church 
PHOTO 7:  Old post box still in use 
Map showing sites identified as Important Open spaces and put forward for designation as ‘Locally 
Important Green Spaces’.  
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Figure 2 

 
Figure 3 

 

 

  

  

  

8. Seven Stars House 

4. Barbury 

1. Post box 2. Playing field 

  6. Former old chapel 

7.  Ring O’Bells pub 

3. Prospect stile viewpoint 

5. Village hall 
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16. Telephone box (Grade II listed) 

14/3. Middle Road Farmhouse (Grade II listed) 13. St. Margaret’s church (Grade I Listed) 

11. Clapper bridge 12. Cadbury Spring 

9. Stone stile 10. Stone well cover 

15. Abbots Barn (Tithe map 1826) 
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17. Church tower     18. Lower Road view East from Barbury 

19/1. Lower Road view over The Ham to Mendips  19/2. View of village (Lower Road) from 

footpath CL12/7 

 20/1. West End area view to East 
20/2. West End area view to West 

22. Shortwood Common and AONB view beyond 

beyond 

 21.  Prospect Stile view West to Bristol Channel 
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23. Walled approach past Manor to Barbury 24. Presence of farmland and grazing 

animals in the heart of the village 

           25/1. West Close Ditch 25/2. West Close Ditch draining on to Lower 

Road adjacent to the Meadows 

26. Greenway pool (and marsh marigolds) 

 

27. Ancient Ash Reg. No. 47762 

 

29. Common land at Shortwood Common 28.  Common land at South Widcombe 
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